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A program ensuring Servicemembers will be assigned to a location where the special needs of the family will be met

What is the Exceptional 


Family Member Program?

The Exceptional Family Member Program (EFMP) is a mandatory program designed to identify family members with long term health care or special education needs. The program does the following:

· Coordinates with Overseas Screening to confirm the availability of medical and educational support at overseas locations.

· Identifies those who require assignment within major medical areas.

· Identifies those who are eligible for homesteading.

Who Enrolls?

An Exceptional Family Member (EFM) is defined as an authorized family member residing with the sponsor who requires special medical, psychological, or educational services.

The EFM Program requires mandatory enrollment per OPNAVINST 1754.2 series for any family member who resides with the sponsor, is enrolled in DEERS and who:

· Is effected by a physical, emotional or educational condition.

· Requires ongoing special medical care or special education not generally available in isolated or overseas locations.

What Determines Where I Can Be Assigned?

Once enrolled, your EFM will be placed into one of six categories based on the type and frequency

of medical or educational intervention he or she requires.  Your detailer will use the category as guidance for future assignments.

· Category 1: Needs do not generally limit assignments.

· Category II: Limited overseas/remote conus assignments.

· Category III: The medical or educational condition precludes assignment to overseas locations based on non-availability of medical and/or educational services at most overseas locations.

· Category IV: This medical or educational condition requires assignment to billets near major medical treatment facilities.

· Category V: This category includes a provision for homesteading in an area where the servicemember can fulfill both sea and shore duty requirements.  Eligible families are those having an EFM with multiple/severe disabilities or medical problems, or highly complex educational requirements.

· Category VI:  (Temporary category) The medical or educational condition requires a stable environment for six months to a year due to ongoing treatment of diagnostic assessments.

How Do I enroll in the EFM Program?

Contact any of the following:

· Command EFMP Point of Contact

· Navy Family Service Center

· EFMP Central Screening Committee at:  

Naval Medical Center Portsmouth

Naval Medical Center San Diego

U.S. Naval Hospital Yokosuka

How Long Will I be enrolled in the Program?

You will remain enrolled for as long as the chronic need exist. Disenrollment requires an updated application from your physician or school official.

Disenrollment may be prompted by:

· Change in marital status.

· Change in dependency of enrolled family member.

· Change in medical status of enrolled family member.

· Change in special education requirements of enrolled family member.

Common Misconceptions About the EFM Program

“As an EFMP sponsor, I am non-deployable.”

The EFMP has no impact on the deployment responsibilities of the sponsor.  Overseas unaccompanied elected tours, unit deployment rotations and standard deployments will be carried out.

“I will be forced into assignments that will hinder promotions and career opportunities.”  Promotion Boards are unaware of EFM status.  Every effort is made to match the sponsor’s career pattern with the needs of the family.  The sponsor may elect an unaccompanied assignment while the family supported in another location.

“‘I will not be eligible for an overseas-accompanied assignment as an EFMP sponsor.”

Overseas screening is the same for all families anticipating accompanied orders. If the special needs of the family can be met by the receiving location overseas, an accompanied assignment may be authorized.

For additional information contact:

EFM Program Manager

(PERS 662F) BLDG 768

Navy Personnel Command

5720 Integrity Drive

Millington TN  38053-6620

1-800-527-8830
_1015932905

