LATE CHANGES TO SPANISH TRAFFIC LAW

The following are just guidelines on changes introduced to Spanish Traffic Law that went into effect on 21 January 2002.  Each block shows the subject affected, what the law said before and the update.

For further info you may contact Security, Spanish Traffic Tickets Section, Ext. 2354 or 2547. 

	NEITHER MOBIL PHONES NOR RADIO
TRANSMITTERS

	BEFORE

	The only reference to mobile phones was the generic prohibition to drive using headphones or earphones connected to a receiver apparatus or sound reproducer.

	NOW

	It is prohibited to use mobile phones or any other communication system while driving, except if the communication takes place without using the hands, headphones or similar instruments.  It is also prohibited the use of radio stations via microphones, due the serious interference to the level of attention required by all drivers.




	FINES WILL HAVE A 30% DISCOUNT

	BEFORE

	The discount for payment of traffic offenses (only those not punishable by penal laws, or those subject to driver’s license suspension) was 20%.

	NOW

	Regardless of the type of infraction, drivers will have up to a 30% discount to the amount that appears on the ticket, or in the later notification.  In any case, payment, which can be made to the Traffic Officer, must be made prior to fine become firm. (Prior to second notification)


	PART OF THE FINE CAN BE REPLACED 

WITH A REMEDIAL COURSE

	BEFORE

	Was not specified.

	NOW

	For those cases in which a driving suspension is not imposed, there is the possibility that the party concerned may substitute up to 30% of ticket amount by other reeducation measures.  They shall consist in courses on traffic education or modules on consciousness about the consequences of traffic accidents, some of which may be followed in hospitals where traffic accident victims stay.


	DRIVER’S LICENSE WITHDRAWAL

 ON THE CUFF

	BEFORE

	Was not mentioned in the articles of the Law.

	NOW

	Specifically, the new wording makes possible breaking-up the driving suspension sanction.    Pending details and specific cases to take shape, the incumbent himself shall take the steps to request the deferred execution of sanction.  The origin of the suspension can either be ‘serious’ or ‘very serious’ offenses for up to 3 months.


	EXCESS OF OCCUPANTS

 “VERY SERIOUS”

	BEFORE

	Was not specified. 

	NOW

	The excess of vehicle occupancy is considered a very serious offense. Specifically, when the number of seats, excluding the driver, is increased in a 50%; e.g., when seven people ride in a car authorized for five. This innovation is due to the need to avoid limiting the driver’s visibility or blocking the driver’s movements. It is foreseen, also, the immobilization of vehicle by Traffic Officers to prevent any traffic hazard. 


	REASONS TO IMMOBILIZE THE VEHICLE

	BEFORE

	Traffic Officers may immobilize a vehicle when its use might cause a serious traffic hazard or due to driver’s denial to submit to alcohol test. 

	NOW

	Previous cases are maintained and, besides, immobilization of automobiles and mopeds is considered for alleged technical alterations that distort its use or attempt against traffic safety. Also, for failure to wear helmet, surpass of exhaust level, fumes and noise, for excess of occupants, alteration of speed control instruments (tachometer) and failure to comply with driving and rest periods. 


	RADAR DETECTORS ARE PROHIBITED

	BEFORE

	Was not regulated.

	NOW

	For traffic safety reasons and aiming an efficient traffic control, the new law prohibits installing or using mechanisms or systems on cars to detect the presence of traffic officers’ speed control devices and, therefore, evade its function. Not only that, for the same reasons, it will be prohibited to flash lights to warn other drivers of traffic officers’ presence. 


	NOTIFYING OFFENSES AT A LATER TIME

	BEFORE

	It is established as a standard rule that tickets must be notified on the spot, though for justified reasons –that must show on the ticket- it is accepted to do it at a later time.

	NOW

	Avoiding unnecessary traffic circulation hazards is the reason and legal cause that justifies not notifying an infraction at the time committed. The immediate notification will not be necessary when the infraction might have been detected by pick-up and image reproduction means (radar or from helicopters) that allow driver’s identification.  Parking tickets may also be notified later when the driver is not on hand.


	PARENTS LIABLE FOR 

PAYMENT OF TICKETS

	BEFORE

	The responsibility of traffic violations falls directly on the traffic offender.

	NOW

	Parents (or, otherwise, legal tutors, keepers and guardians) monetary responsibilities for the doings committed by their under age as traffic protagonists, as pedestrians, vehicle users or as drivers. On less serious offenses –with prior consent from the parents- the monetary sanction could be replaced by other also reeducation measures.


	UNDER 12 ON MOTORCYCLES, 

ONLY WITH PARENTS 

	BEFORE

	It is prohibited to circulate with minors under 12 on the front seats of the vehicle, except when using officially approved devices. 

	NOW

	Besides the above, it is prohibited to circulate on any public roads with minors under 12 as passengers on mopeds or motorcycles, with or without sidecar.  Exceptionally, kids 7 or over will be permitted as passengers, as long as they wear official approved helmets and the fathers, mothers, tutors or duly authorized adults are the drivers and the specific safety requirements are complied with.


	WHO MUST USE THE ROAD SHOULDER

	BEFORE

	Animal drawn vehicles, those with specific maximum weight, cycles, mopeds and handicapped cars with no other road assigned to them, must use the right hand shoulder of roads. Also, motorcycles cars and trucks that, due to emergency reasons, are bound to circulate very slowly.

	NOW

	Another type of vehicles that must circulate on road shoulder is included: those following cyclists. Moreover, bicycle riders are allowed to use -besides the road shoulder- the right side of lane needed, especially on a long downhill with curves. 


	IDENTIFYING THE INFRACTOR

	BEFORE

	The owner of a vehicle is compelled to identify the driver.

	NOW

	The titleholder of a vehicle is compelled to identify the driver responsible of an infraction committed with the vehicle. Failure to do so, without justification, will be fined with the maximum amount: 50.082 ptas. (301 euros), as perpetrator of a serious offense. In the same terms, the titleholder will be accounted for when the identified driver cannot acknowledge notification of ticket for reasons imputable to titleholder. 


	TICKETS EXPIRATION DATE IS EXTENDED

	BEFORE

	They prescribed after three months; the annotation in the “serious” and “very serious” offenders record was cancelled after six months.

	NOW

	“Less serious” offenses prescribe in three months; “serious offenses” in six month, and “very serious” in one year after they were committed.  Prescription is interrupted by any administrative action set forth to identify transgressor and address, or notification to party concerned.  The cancellation of “serious” and “very serious” firm tickets from files is done ex officio two years after prescription. 


	MAINTAINING THE DISTANCE

	BEFORE

	Any driver circulating behind another vehicle -considering speed and road conditions- must keep the proper distance that permits stopping and avoids collision when vehicle in front brakes hard. The distance, when there is no intention to pass, must permit a third vehicle behind to conduct a safe passing.

	NOW

	The same text is maintained, but with new wording to authorize the circulation of a group of cyclists: bicycle riders are authorized to ride in groups, paying extreme attention in order to prevent knocking each other. 


	DRIVING TOO FAST, “VERY SERIOUS”

	BEFORE

	It was always a “serious” offense. 

	NOW

	Exceeding in more than 50% the posted speed limit will be considered a “very serious” offense, if the excess is, at least, 30% of posted limit.  That is to say that it will be “very serious” to circulate at 180 on freeways and highways; 150 on roads posted at 100; and 80 km/h on urban roads, not to mention other specific limits that might exist on those roads.


REMEMBER!

IF YOU DRINK, DON’T DRIVE!

IF YOU DRIVE, DON’T DRINK!

