Survival Guide for visitors to Naval Station Rota

Location 

Rota is on the northern side of the Bay of Cadiz, in the Spanish province of Cadiz. The nearby towns are Rota, El Puerto de Santa Maria and Jerez de la Frontera. 
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Airport Information 

Luggage


One can save considerable time and effort by checking all luggage all the way through to either Jerez (closest airport) or Sevilla (second closest airport).  By doing so, you will not have to clear customs and re-check your luggage in Madrid or Barcelona. 
      
It's a good idea to carry some clothes and toilet articles in your hand carry luggage.  Quite often, your checked luggage "may" arrive a day or two after you.
Directions

Arriving in Jerez de la Frontera. The airport is north of the city, about 40 minutes from the base. 
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Driving instructions from the Jerez airport to Naval Station Rota. 
 To the Rota Gate: 

 You must go to the Rota gate to process for a vehicle pass.  Driving time is approximately 40-45 minutes.  Total distance is approximately 46 km. 

·  Depart the airport complex by following the signs Salida (1.5 kilometers)
·  Turn left onto highway N-IV. 

· Road sign:

N-IV
 Jerez 7 
Cadiz 40
· Drive 11 km on highway N-IV through the city of Jerez. 

· Comments:  2-lane road following around/through city of Jerez for 11 km.

· Road sign: 
Follow signs to Cadiz as you exit the city of Jerez.
·   Continue on N-IV for 6 km (after having left Jerez toward Cadiz) on 4-lane highway, then look for exit number 646 to highway N-IVa 

· Road sign:
646
 El Puerto   
deSta. Maria
·  Drive 5 km on highway N-IVa and turn right at fourth set of traffic lights onto highway A 491. 

· Comments:  At the right turn the El Paseo shopping mall is on your right.  

· Road sign:

Rota
A 491
· Drive 17 km and exit right  to Rota. 

· Comments:  Follow signs to Rota, which will be taking you around the outside of the base.

· Road sign:

CA603
 Rota 
 (Sur)   
· Drive 5 km on CA603 until the road ends.  At this point, one can turn left to enter the base or right to enter the town of Rota.

To the El Puerto de Santa Maria Gate (you must already have your vehicle pass): 

·  Follow directions given above (to Rota) until you've turned right at the El Paseo Mall.

· Follow on highway A491 (same as above), but only for approx. 10 km.  Look for left exit. 

· Road sign:
El Puerto de Santa Maria
          Costa Oeste             
· Turn right at next stop sign. 

· Road Sign: 
Base Naval
· Travel for approx.  4 km, looking for exit to the right for Base Naval.  Take exit, pass under bridge to the gate. 

· Road Sign: 
Base Naval
To either gate from the Sevilla Airport (approx. a 90 minute drive) 

  

·     Follow signs to Sevilla out of the airport.  Follow signs for Cadiz as you transit around the south side of Sevilla.  Turn South toward Cadiz on A4. 

·     Follow A4 through toll (675 pesetas) for approx. 40 minutes. 

·     Continue to exit Salida 5, Los Barrios/Jerez (Sur).  If you get to 2nd toll, you've gone too far.  However, you can continue and merely enter El Puerto de Santa Maria from the South (looking for El Puerto de Santa Maria exit from A4). 

·     Turn right off the "Los Barrios/Jerez (Sur) exit and follow signs to Jerez for 1-2 km. 

·     Just past the monastery, turn left on road to El Portal/El Puerto de Santa Maria. 

·     Follow this road approx. 10 km miles to the end (T-bones into N-IVa). 

·     At traffic light, turn left towards El Puerto de Santa Maria. 

Turn right onto A491 at the El Paseo mall; continue using Rota or Puerto gate instructions (above).
Car Rental 

Taxis and rental cars are available at the airport, on the base and in Rota. 

The Navy Exchange rental car counter is located at the Rota Air Terminal. Their number is 011-34-956-82-2675 (DSN 314-727-2675). 

3-days=$30.40 per day, one week=$148.20
Additional rental car companies are located off base. Please note that automatics are considered a luxury and will cost a bit more than the standard small car price. (about $30/day). 

Miguel..956-81-1848, 3-days=$90.00, 9-days=$145.00

Niza Car..956-81-6121, 3-days=$77.00, one week=$130.00

The only place that allows a drop-off.

Hertz..956-84-1100

 
The only place that rents cars with automatic transmissions.

Base Pass Information

If you are traveling as an active duty US military member or are a US civilian employee (US passport) who works directly for the government (i.e. GS, WG, etc), this section does not apply to you.

This section only applies to contractors or anyone traveling on non-US passports.   According to the current Spanish/American Bilateral Agreement, proof of civil liability insurance must be submitted (via fax).  The minimum processing time is 20 working days.  
1. Print out the instructions and forms located at:
rota-www.med.navy.mil/dis/Forms/civil_liability_insurance.doc  Note: These instructions are very detailed and specific and must be followed carefully. Not following the instructions will result in your application being rejected. 
2. Have your insurance company fill out the Insurance Form and you can fill out the Country Clearance Form.  Should they have any questions or concerns about this forms, please contact our command representative in Rota at Hospital Pass Coordinator. 

3. Fax the completed and signed forms to our office:  +34-956-82-3306/3860,  Attn:  Hospital Pass Coordinator   

4. Send an email to both the Hospital Pass Coordinator and your Sponsor informing us that the fax has been sent. 

Should you have any concerns or questions about this procedure, please do not hesitate to contact the appropriate department via our Webmaster:  For visitors associated with the Directorate of Information Systems please use the following email address:  helpdesk@rota.med.navy.mil

When you arrive at the Rota or Puerto Gate you will need to phone your sponsor to meet you at the gate with this pass. Phone Book:  For Information Systems call (x3582).  You will also need to get a pass for your rental vehicle at the Rota Gate.  Show your rental agreement, driver license and passport at the pass office at the gate and you will receive your "F" pass.  This pass needs to be displayed on the dashboard of your car when driving on base and when entering or leaving any gate.

Local Hotels

Hotel Caribe (Rota)              
Avda. De la Marina, 60
956-81-0700

Hotel Playa de la Luz (Rota)       
Avda. Diputacion
       
956-81-0500

Hotel Duque de Najera (Rota)   
Gravina, 2

       
956-84-6020

Hotel Monasterio(El Puerto)
C/Virgen de los Milagros
956-54-0440

Navy Lodge(On Base)





956-82-2643

BOQ(On Base)






956-82-1750

Telephone Information






On base

Off base

Emergency



911


956-82-2911
DSN




94-312-231-1311




Long Distance Calling

AT&T


84


900-99-0011

MCI


88


900-99-0014

SPRINT

85


900-99-0013

Telefonica Phones Recommended for calls within Spain and Europe.  All green phones and phone booths will take credit cards.


Phone Cards Available for purchase at the NEX Main Exchange, Video Mart and Sight & Sound.

Calling from Off Base to On Base


956-82-xxxx

Calling from On Base to Off Base


99-956-xx-xxxx

Navy Federal Credit Union

Located in Building 54, near the NEX, ext. 2986.  It is full service bank with two 24 hour ATM machines accepting NFCU, PLUS, AFFN and VISA cards.

Currency Exchange (Cambio)

PSD


Bldg. 52  Hours:  0900-1600




*Best exchange rate here and at Cambio machines

NEX Window

Located at the Main Exchange  Hours:  1000-1715

Cambio Machines
Located at the Air Terminal, outside PSD, and NFCU




*Open 24 hours

Cashiers

Champions and Reflections

Places to Eat on Base

Pizza Villa







Air Terminal Cafeteria  (open 24 hours)



Reflections







Champions Sports Bar





Dive in Deli







Vie de France Bakery/Baskin Robbins



Patio Grill/NEX Canteen


PSD Snack Bar

Subway (VideoMart)

Galley





NEX and Commissary
Use of the NEX and Commissary by U.S. personnel is limited to active duty military, civilian employees and their family members.  However, everyone who has access to the base can patronize any of the MWR facilities, as well as check out videos or purchase books at the NEX Video Mart.

Electrical Voltage

The electric voltage on base is 110 volts (same as in the US).  Off base it is 220 Volts.  Be sure to bring adapters, round plugs, for your small appliances if you will be staying off base.

Driving Information and Safety Tips

Spanish driving laws are a bit different than U.S. driving laws.  Whatever is the rule for off base is the same for on base.  There are no right turns on a red light.  You cannot park in a space that is painted yellow.  You can park in spaces painted blue or white, or where there are the big “P” signs.  Often, a "parking gypsy" will approach you and ask for money, usually 100 pesetas, to watch your car.  Be polite and pay him.  It’s safe, expected, and you can be pretty certain that your car will be there when you return. 

Be aware of the mopeds passing you on both sides of your vehicle while on the roads.  It’s dangerous, but being aware of the danger helps! 

When you take a taxi, negotiate the price before you get in, as there are very seldom any meters.

Do not leave anything in your car, even a pair of sunglasses.  Be careful with backpacks and purses.  Remove your vehicle "F" pass from view when driving or parking off base.
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Helpful Spanish Words and Phrases


(Pronunciation Key)

###...Capitalized syllables should be stressed.

a lot



mucho


moo-cho

a friend (male)

un amigo


oon ah-MEE-goh

a friend (female)

una amiga


oon-ah-MEE-gah

a fork



un tenedor


oon teh-neh-DOR

a little



un poco


oon poh-koh

a map



un mapa


oon MAH-pah

a room


un cuarto


oon KWAR-toe

a knife


un cuchillo


oon koo-CHEE-yo

a cup



una taza


oo-nah TAH-thah

a plate


un plato


oon PLAH-toe

a glass


un vaso


oon BAH-sew

a spoon


una cuchara


oo-nah koo-CHA-rah

address


direccion


dee-reck-thee-OHN

American


Americano


ah-mehr-ee-KAHN-oh

bad



malo



MAH-lo

beautiful


bonito



bo-NEE-toh

beer



cerveza


thehr-VEY-thah

bread



pan



pahn

bus



autobus


aw-toh-BUS

cigarettes


cigarillos


thee-gah-REE-yos

coffee with cream

cafe con leche

kah-FEY kohn LEY-chey

coffee



cafe



kah-FEY

discotheque


discoteca


deesko-TEH-kah

Do you speak English?
¿habla Ingles?

¿ah-blah een-GLEHS?

eggs



huevos


WAY-vos

excuse me


perdoneme


pehr-DOH-ney-meh

fish



pescado


peh-SKAH-doh

good morning

buenos dias


BWAY-nos DEE-ahs

good afternoon

buenas tardes

BWAY-nos TAR-deys

good evening/night
buenas noches

BWAY-nos NO-chase

good



bueno



BWAY-no

ham



jamon



ha-MOHN

how are you?

¿como esta?


¿KO-moh es-TAH?

How much is ____?
¿Cuanto es ____?

¿KWAHN-toh-es ____?

I want



Quiero


Kee-EHR-oh

I don't understand

no comprendo

no kohm-PHREN-doh

I am



Soy



Soy

It is



Es



Ehss

madam/mature lady
senora


sehn-YOHR-ah

market place

mercado


mehr-KAH-dough

meat



carne



KAR-ney

menu of the day

menu del dia


mey-NOO del DEE-ah

my name is


me llamo


may YAH-moh

no



no



noh

please


por favor


pohr fah-VOHR

potatoes


patatas


pah-TAH-tahs

railroad station

estacion de tren

es-tah-thee-OHN dey 

restaurant


restaurante


res-tau-RAHN-tey

Sailor



marinero


mah-ree-NEHR-oh

salad



ensalada


en-sah-LAH-dah

sherry


fino



FEE-no

sir/Mr



senor



sehn-YOHR

soup



sopa



so-pah

Take me to


Lleveme a


YAY-vay-may-ah

thank you


gracias


GRAH-thee-ahs

the bill


la cuenta


lah KWEHN-tah

the hotel


el hotel


el oh-TEL

the toilet


el servicio


el sehr-vee-see-oh

the harbor


el puerto


el PWEHR-toe

to eat



comer



ko-MEHR

to dance


bailar



bye-LAHR

very



muy



mooy

well



bien



bee-EHN

what is your name?
¿como se llama?

¿KOH-mo say-YAH-ma?

Where is ____?

¿Donde esta ____?

¿DOHN-dey-es-TAH __?

wine



vino



VEE-no

Would you like ____?
¿Quiere ____?

¿Kee-EHR-rey ____?

yes



si



see

you're welcome

de nada


dey-NAH-dah

young lady


senorita


sehn-YOHR-EET-ah


Helpful Signs
Arrivals


Llegadas

Closed


Cerrado

Danger


Peligro

Dead End (street)

Calle sin salida

Departures


Salidas

Do Not Touch

No Tocar

Do Not Enter

Prohibido el Paso

Emergency Exit

Salida de Emergencia

Emergency Entrance
Entrada de Emergencia

Entrance


Entrada

Exit



Salida

For Sale


Se vende

For Rent


Se Alquila

Hunting Prohibited

Vedado de Caza

No Parking


Prohibido Aparcar

No Trespassing

Prohibido el Paso

No Smoking


No fumar

Occupied


Ocupado

Open



Abierto

Pedestrian/Pedestrians
Peaton, Peatones

Private Property

Propiedad Pribada

Stop



Alto

Swimming Prohibited
Prohibido Banarse

Ticket Window

Taquilla

Toll Bridge


Puente de Peaje

Toll Road/Freeway

Autopista de Peaje

Tourist Office

Oficina de Turismo

MISCELLANEOUS
	
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year

	°C 
	12.1 
	13.6 
	15.3 
	16.7 
	19.1 
	22.3 
	24.9 
	25.1 
	24.4 
	20.5 
	16.8 
	13.7 
	18.7

	°F 
	53.8
	56.5
	59.5
	62.1
	66.4
	72.1
	76.8
	77.2
	75.9
	68.9
	62.2
	56.7
	65.7


Average temperatures:
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