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MILITARIES OF MOROCCO, U.S. WORK TOGETHER 

LTJG Morgan Murphy, Deputy Public Affairs Officer, MEDFLAG 2003
ER-RACHIDIA, MOROCCO— As dusk settled on the parched military base in this southeastern Moroccan town near the Sahara Desert, U.S. and Moroccan troops gathered for dinner.  

They came to celebrate together on the eve of the last training day of MEDFLAG 2003, an annual humanitarian medical relief operation and joint training exercise.  The 100 U.S. troops, along with their Moroccan counterparts, and public health officials from Tunisia, Gabon, Belgium, and Zambia were exuberant as they dug into a massive feast of lamb, chicken, couscous, yogurt, fresh-baked bread, and glasses of traditional Moroccan mint tea.   

Spirits ran high at this gathering of allies, as by all counts, the exercise was a tremendous success.

Phase one of MEDFLAG involved medical training classes conducted at the civilian hospital in Er Rachidia.  Instructors from U.S. Naval Hospital Rota, Spain and other medical commands located in Europe and the U.S. accomplished over 60 hours of advanced medical training in areas of chest trauma, pediatric care, mass casualties, disaster preparedness, field triage and abdominal surgery, according to exercise planners.  Moroccan military and civilian personnel were eager to learn.  “The classes were full with up to 40 to 50 students in each of the classes,” Lt. Cmdr. Thomas Craig from Rota said. “There was literally standing room only.” 

Phase two, training preparation for a mass casualty event, required true teamwork. MEFDFLAG Mission Commander, Cmdr. Mike Stacy said, “It was critical that all of the participants were able to work together comfortably. We accomplished our goal--increase the comfort levels and confidence of the participants so they can respond successfully to a future crisis.” 

But the final phase of MEDFLAG was also its most successful.  The humanitarian relief component of MEDFLAG began on Tuesday, September 9 and ended seven days later.  As in past MEDFLAGs, the team traveled to remote communities where they worked to provide a wide range of on-site medical and surgical services, including general surgery, ophthalmology surgery, basic medical evaluation and treatment, preventive medicine treatment, dental screenings and treatment, optometry screenings, eyewear distribution and public health training. 

The U.S. team had hoped they could see up to 600 patients at each location, a 200 percent increase from last year’s exercise in Uganda where roughly 300 patients were treated each day.  Instead, MEDFLAG 2003 far surpassed even that lofty goal, treating a whopping 6,238 patients over seven days.

“I attribute that phenomenal performance to the trust and cooperation we had from our Moroccan counterparts.  For every American doctor putting in long hours, right there, standing by, was a Moroccan doctor.  Both were eager to see as many patients as possible,” said MEDFLAG’s commanding officer, Capt. Elizabeth Niemyer.

The exercise touched thousands of lives.  One patient, Karima Ouahbi, 38 years old, came to two different sites, the first time for herself, the second, bringing her 9-year-old son, Mehi Charifi Aloui.  Medi had an ear infection, and though they live next door to the hospital in Er Rachidia and waited there for over three days to be seen, Karima was unable to get medical treatment for her son.  After waiting just 30 minutes at the MEDFLAG mobile site in Zrigate, her son was treated.  “This is my first time to meet Americans and I thank you.  The people in my town told me that Americans were not good people.  I have the opposite feeling now.  I think you being here will change many minds.  I’ve never received care like this before.  When I told my son, he stayed up all night because he was so excited to see the Americans,” Karima said.

At the close of the exercise, a new level of trust has emerged between the two military powers, as well.  Handshakes, addresses, and gifts were exchanged among enlisted and officers alike.  Many considered the two-week exercise a life-changing event.


”We came here to give them our medical knowledge, but they gave me much more than I could ever give them.  It has been one of the greatest experiences of my life,” said HM2 Dennis Green.
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